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Statement by Minister for Commerce 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [10.05 am]: I rise to inform 
the house that I was in Broome last Saturday to attend the 2016 Master Builders Association Building Excellence 
Awards for the Kimberley–Pilbara regions. It was my pleasure to present awards to some well-deserving 
members of the Western Australian building industry and to recognise their contribution to the state. The 
Building Excellence Awards combine both residential and commercial construction. The Department of 
Commerce’s building commission division contributes to this celebration of excellence through its continued 
sponsorship of the Master Builders Association awards program. 
I was particularly pleased to see that the new Fitzroy Crossing courthouse won a number of major awards on the 
night. The courthouse was designed by Sandover Pinder architects, which won awards for best 
commercial/industrial buildings ranging from $2.5 million to $6.5 million, excellence in innovative cladding and 
the best commercial building Kimberley–Pilbara region 2016. The roofing subcontractor for the project, 
Team Roof, was also awarded the Excellence in Roofing Award. 
The state government has made an unprecedented investment in justice infrastructure in regional 
Western Australia. Since mid-2011, the Department of the Attorney General has worked with the Department of 
Finance, Building Management and Works and private sector builders to complete construction of a number of 
courthouses across the state, including the Kalgoorlie courthouse, the Kununurra courthouse, the 
Carnarvon Police and Justice Complex and the Fitzroy Crossing courthouse. All these projects have won 
industry awards and those involved in them deserve our acknowledgement. 
The Kununurra courthouse was opened in October 2014 at a cost of $41.8 million. It was designed by 
TAG Architects and iredale pedersen hook architects. The builder, Cooper and Oxley Builders Pty Ltd, was 
successful at last year’s MBA awards ceremony for winning the 2015 Bankwest best commercial building for 
the Kimberley–Pilbara region, the best commercial/industrial building ranging from $6.5 million to $25 million, 
the Lysaght Judges’ Innovation Award and the Master Builders Midwest–Northwest Excellence in 
Glazing Award. The project architects, TAG and iredale pedersen hook architects, also won the Julius Elischer 
Award for Interior Architecture at the Western Australian Institute of Architects awards. 
The Kalgoorlie courthouse was designed by HASSELL and opened in November 2013 at a cost of $41.7 million. 
The project won the 2014 Design Institute of Australia Western Australian design awards—award of merit for 
interior design, public and institutional; the 2014 Australian Institute of Architects Western Australia awards—
commendation for heritage, which was awarded to HASSELL and the heritage architects Palassis Architects; and 
the 2014 Australian Institute of Architects Western Australia awards—commendation for public architecture. 
The Carnarvon Police and Justice Complex was designed by Cox Howlett and Bailey Woodland and opened in 
April 2015 at a cost of $52.5 million. The builder, EMCO Building, was successful at the 2015 Geraldton–
Midwest MBA Building Excellence Award ceremony. The builder won the 2015 Master Builders WA 
Geraldton–Midwest MBA Building Excellence Award, best commercial/industrial buildings over $6.5 million, 
and the Bankwest overall best commercial building 2015 Geraldton–Midwest MBA Building Excellence Award. 
These and other courthouse complexes represent an unprecedented investment of some $150 million during the 
term of the Liberal–National government in court infrastructure across our state. This is in addition to investment 
in refurbished or new police stations and other support facilities. The David Malcolm Justice Centre, to be 
opened in July, will be the latest and crowning achievement of the government’s commitment to its investment 
in our justice system of some of the proceeds of the so-called mining boom, for the benefit of our citizens and 
the future of our state. 
I would like to again acknowledge the excellent contribution of those involved in these important projects central 
to enhancing our justice infrastructure in regional Western Australia.  
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